DAVIDSON BEROUIST 



Fax:7038946430 



Nov 29 2006 14:03 



P. 05 



Application of: Ko-Pen Wang " 
Serial No.: 10/693,646 

FUed: October 27, 2003 : 
Reply to Office Action of August 3, 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A raedical device, comprising: ' 
a flexible outer tubular member having proximal and distal ends; 

a flexible inner member slidably received within the flexible outer tubulsff 
member, the flexible inner member comprising a stylet adjacent the proximal end of the 
outer tubular member, a first spring section having proximal and distal ends and being 
oriented adjacent the distal end of the outer tubular member, saxd a second spring section 
coupled to the stylet and the proximal end of the first spring section so ^ tihe stylet 
extends Ai^u^tii^ 
spring section : and 

a hollow needle member coupled to the distal end of the first spring section, 
wherein the device has a retracted position wherein the needle member is 
retractably housed within the outer tubular member and the distal, end of the device js 
flexible, a first extend e d position wherein the needle member is at looot partially deployed 
beyond the distal end of the outer tubular member and the second spring section is isian 
uncompressed state and the distal end of the devic e is less fl e xible than is achieved in 1h€ . 
retracted position, and a second extended position wherein the second sprinjg section is in 
a compressed state and the distal end of the device io lopo flexible than in th e first 
extended position . 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1, fuurther comprising: ; 

a hard tip rigidly fixed to the distal end of the outer tubular member, the tip 
including a bearing surface on the proximal end thereof. 
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3» (Currently Amended) The device of claim 2, wherein the needle memtier 
includes a limiting member rigidly secured at a point along the length of the needle 
member and contacting the bearing surface of the tip member in the first and second 
e?rtended positions. 

4. (Cmrmtly Amended) The device of claim 2, further comprising: . ^ . 

a locking member securing die inner member into a conVacting relationslup with 
the bearing sur^e to prevent retractable movement of the needle member when in the 
second e xtend e d position^ : 

5. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the first spring section 
comprises a furst wavelength and the second spring section comprises a second 
wavelength greater than the first wavelength in the retracted and first ext e nd e d positions. 

6. (Currently Amended) The device of clahn 5, wherein the second spring section 
comprises a third wavelength in the second e xtended position, the third wavelength being 
less than the second wavelength. 

7:^(Previously Presented) The device of claim 1, further including a stop member 
positioned within the flexible outer tubular member to control the amount of reCractidni of 
the needle member. 

8. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 7, wherein the stop member 
comprises a crimped band. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the second spring section 
forms an inner volume and the stylet occupies a portion of that inner volume poss e s 
theretfarott ^. 

10. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein the first spring s e ction 
fnrmn an inner yolum e and the Stylet extends into tfac hoUow needle in the second 
position at least partially into the inn e r volum e thereof in the retracted position . ^ 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 , wherein the first spring section 
forms an inner volume and the stylet passes through the inner volume in the second 
ext e nd e d position. 

12. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 1, wherein the stylet extdids into 
the needle member in the second extend e d position, 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A tissue collection device, comprising: 

an elongated outer flexible hollow catheter having proximal and distal ends; 

an elongated member having proximal and distal ends and being slidably 
positioned within the hollow catheter and defining an axis along its length; 

a helically wound wire member having proximal and distal ends and having its 
proximal end b^aag coaxially attached to the elongated member adjacent ^ digtal eM 
thereof, wherein the helically wound wire member has a proximal region having a first 
wavelength, and a distal region having a second wavelength normally smaller than the 
first wavelength with the distal end of tiie elongated member extending through ^ 
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proximal region and partially into the distal region v/hetx the elongated member is in a 
retracted condition ; and 

a sampling member device attached to the distal end of the helically wound wire 
member. 

14. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 13, wherein the sampling member 
comprises a.hoUow needle. 

15. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 14, wherein the device h^ a fest 
extended position wherein the sampling member extends beyond the distal end of the 
hollow catheter. 

16. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 15, wherein the device has a 
second extended position wherein the sampling member extends beyond the distal end of 
the hollow catheter and the proximal region has a compressed wavelengdi shorter than 
the first wavelength. 

17. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 16, ftixther comprising: 

a hard tip rigidly fixed to the distal end of the hollow catheter, the lip inc>ding a 
bearing surface on the proximal end thercof- 

18. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 17, wherein the samj^ling device 
includes a limiting member rigidly associated therewith so that the limiting member ^ 
contacts the bearing surface in the second extended position. [ 
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19. (Previously Presented) Hie device of claim 13, wherein the device hi^ a 
retracted position in which the saroplmg member is housed within the hollow catheter. 

20, -23, (Cancelled) 

24. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 13, wherein the device has a first 
extended position wherein the sampling member extends beyond the distal end of the 
hollow catheter and the distal end of the device has a first level of flexibility, ancl a ' 
second extended position wherein the proximal region has a compressed wavelmgth 
shorter than the first wavelengtti and the distal end of the device has a second level of 
flexibility that is more rigid than the first level of flexibility. 

25, (Previously Presented) The device of claim 24, wherein the elongated member 
extends into the sampling member in the second extended position- 



6 



PAGE 9/11 ' RCVD AT 11129/20D6 1:51:06 PM [Eastern 8tan(fc^ 



